
                   Maddie’s® Matchmaker Adoptathon 2012  
                                                            June 2012 

 

• Dates: June 9 - 10, 2012 
• Total Funding: $1,958,500 

• Participating Organizations: 63 
• Total Adoptions: 2,601 

2,601 dogs and cats found loving homes at the Third Annual Maddie’s® Matchmaker 
Adoptathon (http://www.maddiesadoptathon.org/), held the weekend of June 9 - 10, 2012 in San 
Francisco, Alameda, and Contra Costa Counties. 965 pets were older and/or dogs and cats who 
had been treated for a medical condition. 
 
To say that the 63 participating shelters and rescue groups were excited is an understatement. 
They began posting to the Adoptathon Facebook page 
(http://www.facebook.com/MaddiesPetAdoptathon/) the night before, sharing photos and 
messages about how volunteers and staff members were decorating their shelters and getting pets 
ready to be showcased. 

Before the sun was even up the next morning, organizations were 
reporting lines of adopters waiting to be first in their doors. The first 
adopter in the door at Sunshine Rescue Group‘s 
(http://www.sunshinerescue.com/) San Leandro location was Bruce 
Elliot, who was so charmed by Cy, a sweet adult cat who is blind in 
one eye, that he adopted her. 

Sunshine Rescue’s great day continued, as they also found homes for: 
• Two cats, Mickey, 16, and Jake, 7, who were adopted by a pastor in San Francisco 

because they were “most in need of rescue.” Amen! 
• Basil and Jasmine, 14-year-old cats they’d been trying to adopt together for over a year. 

Their new person said it broke her heart to see them alone, so she gave them a home.  
• Mr. Happy, 7, one of those special cats who had nothing but love to give to anyone he 

ever met. Nose kisses are his specialty, and his purr can be heard for miles. He went 
home to be a companion to his new family’s cat who they adopted at last year’s 
Adoptathon. 

Across the Bay, the San Francisco SPCA‘s (http://www.sfspca.org/) first adoption 
was Cuthbert, a tiny terrier mix who had been found stray on the streets of the city 
after being hit by a car. After several surgeries including an amputation, he found 
his forever home with Jennifer, who said, “He needs a home really bad. The fact 
that he’s injured and not like any dog made me want to help him out.” 

San Francisco’s Muttville (http://www.muttville.org/), which 
finds homes for senior and special needs dogs, had hoped to do a dozen 
adoptions; they doubled that, starting with Morty, an 8-year-old mixed breed 
dog adopted by Anna (also 8 years old) and her family. Said Mom, “We saw 
him in a Mill Valley parade a few weeks ago and couldn’t stop thinking 
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about him.” Gizmo was another Muttville happy ending. Julia from San 
Rafael adopted the 6-year-old Chihuahua who lost an eye to glaucoma. Says 
Julia, “His missing an eye makes him endearing. He’s a real cuddler.” 

Who else found a home? Well, a total of 61 pets were adopted at Bay Street 
Emeryville (http://www.baystreetemeryville.com/) in the first year this 
location was involved in the event. 

San Francisco’s Pets Unlimited (http://www.petsunlimited.org/) found a home for Milton, an 8-
year-old Chihuahua mix found wandering the streets with a jaw broken in two places. After 
several reconstructive surgeries, he’s able to close his mouth, eat solid food, and bark! Watch his 
story here: http://youtu.be/ZRZLYSlVPJE 

At Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation (http://www.arf.net/) in Walnut Creek, the first 
adopter arrived at 4:30 am and camped out at the door. She had been checking the website 
looking for a dog, and found just the one she wanted, a 6-month-old Sharpei mix. When a 
Maddie’s Fund staffer arrived at 9 am, 25 other people had joined her, waiting for the doors to 
open at 10. 

At Oakland Animal Services 
(http://oaklandanimalservices.org/), it was like New 
Years Eve in Times Square when the one-hundredth 
adoption took place. The bells rang, horns blew, and all 
staff and volunteers gathered around as Briana, a dog 
who had been picked up in a rough section of Oakland, 
extremely matted with pieces of chicken wire, finally 
went home. 

OAS is also where a tiny little dog called “Nancy Drew” found love, and got a 
name change. From her new family: “This little girl found a forever home with my 
parents. She left Oakland Animal Services named Nancy Drew. Amazingly, 
Maddie is what she responds to and shall forever be named! 

 

Maddie’s Fund founder Dave Duffield also stopped by Oakland Animal 
Services, where he fell in love with Gus, a 105-pound “pup” who had been at 
the shelter for 9 months. Dave went to Facebook with a plea for someone to 
adopt Gus, and when a couple from San Mateo saw it, they rushed in their car to 
adopt him. They had lost their dog two weeks ago and fell in love with this 
gentle giant. 
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Rosie the Beagle was another lucky pup who found a home with 
Dave’s help. Rosie was the only dog not adopted on Saturday at 
Valley Humane Society (http://www.valleyhumanesociety.org/). She 
had some health issues, including an undiagnosed mammary mass, and 
hadn’t been potty trained. That didn’t stop her new family from falling 
in love with her, leading to a happy ending in a house with a doggy 
door for Rosie. Her new mom is a teacher, so she’s looking forward to 
a summer vacation full of teaching Rosie the rules of the house with 

the help of Rosie’s new pal, Ginger the Daschund. 

For the second year in a row, Stoneridge Shopping Center 
(http://www.simon.com/mall/?id=1242) in Pleasanton was one of the hottest adoption sites of the 
weekend, thanks to their overwhelming hospitality and social media support. A total of 133 
happened there. 

Stoneridge is where Cuddles, the very last adoption of the weekend 
for Safe Cat Foundation (http://www.safecatfoundation.org/), found 
her forever home with an employee of Macy’s in the shopping 
center. Cuddles is 10 years old, and was born without her hind legs. 
Her previous owners claimed she was too much trouble, but her new 
family only sees her sweet personality and desire to live, despite her 
limitations. 

Another Stoneridge success story was Aries, 11, whose nickname was “Lumpy” due to a few 
fatty tumors. He’d been passed from his first owner to a dog walker, who brought him to a 
veterinarian to be euthanized due to separation anxiety. Instead, the vet called East Bay Animal 
Rescue and Refuge (EBARR, http://www.ebarr.org/), who took Aries in. His potential adopters 
had a dog who could keep Aries company, and when they brought him in for an Adoptathon 
“meet and greet”, the two were clearly best friends. They adopted Aries, and report that he’s 
“super smart and well-trained,” and has already been to the vet for a check-up. Even though all 
adoptions were free that weekend, Aries’ new family made a $500 donation to EBARR. 

Other EBARR adoptions include: 
• Victory, a toy poodle of around 15 years, transferred from Animal Services in Martinez 

the day before she was to be euthanized. Victory has a lot of health issues, including 
arthritis, cataracts in both eyes, 13 teeth needing pulling, and bad hearing.  

• Giuseppe, who had been at EBARR for almost a year. He had horrible digestive issues 
and couldn’t walk without going to the bathroom. Had been to several specialists who 
couldn’t find anything, so they did an exploratory surgery (“thanks to Maddie’s Fund 
grants”). They found out that he had a stricture in his colon, which was corrected.  

• MeetMeet (named after the noise from the Road Runner cartoon), pulled from the Contra 
Costa County shelter. He was hit by a car and had his leg amputated at the shelter, 
followed by a toe after he came to EBARR.  
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Good Newz! Pittie Pups Rescue (http://good-newz.org/) took pregnant Mila 
from the shelter the day before she was scheduled to be euthanized. A week 
later, she had 11 puppies. By Saturday afternoon, 
they had already adopted 4 of her 5 remaining 
puppies at PETCO in Brentwood. Mila was very 
happy to see her babies find loving homes. 

Everyone thought Goofy was going to be hard to 
find a home for because of the high energy and 
personality that earned him his name. Everyone 
was wrong, because he was the first adopted on 
Saturday at the Antioch Animal Shelter 
(http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/CityGov/Police/Antio

chAnimalSvcs/). His new family showed up at 6 am to make sure that 
Goofy could come home with them. They’ve since re-named him 
“Buster”. Welcome home, Buster! 

Maddie’s Fund would like to thank the businesses that made space available to our adoption 
groups, making sure pets were seen by the largest number of people: 

Animal Care Clinic, Bay Street Emeryville, Dog Bone Alley, El Cerrito Pet Hospital, George, 
Molly’s Pup-Purr-ee, Mudpuppy’s Tub & Scrub, North Gate Kennels & Cattery, Paws & Claws, 
Paws on Piedmont, PETCO, Pet Extreme, Pet Food Express, PetSmart, Rodie’s Feed & Pet 
Supply, Round Table Pizza, Savvy Seconds, Sports Basement, Stoneridge Shopping Center, 
Waggin Tails Pet Supplies, and Your Basic Bird! 

Top Adopters: 
Cat Support Network 178 
H.A.L.O. 166 
Oakland Animal Services 127 
East Bay Animal Rescue & Refuge 126 
Safe Cat Foundation 112 
San Francisco Animal Care and Control 111 
Feral Cat Foundation 107 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 104 
Antioch Animal Shelter 92 
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Maddie’s® Matchmaker Adoptathon 
2012 Coverage Report 

 
Broadcast Coverage 
NBC Bay Area (aired on 5/9/12) - http://www.nbcbayarea.com/video/#!/news/local/Bay-
Area-Proud-Pets--China/150829145 
 
NBC Bay Area (aired on 5/16/12) - 
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/video/#!/news/local/Bay-Area-Proud-Pets--Gus/151997325 
 
KTVU Channel 2 and TV36 (aired on 5/12/12 and 5/13/12) – 
http://www.ktvu.com/weblogs/bay-area-people-episodes/2012/may/09/ktvu-51212-tv36-
51312/  
 
NBC Bay Area (aired on 5/24/12) - http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/Bay-Area-
Proud-Pets-146372685.html 
 
NBC Bay Area (5/31/12) - http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/Bay-Area-Proud-
Pets-146372685.html 
 
CBS Channel 5 - http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/video/7356061-maddies-fund-adopt-a-
thon-helping-3000-pets-find-new-homes/ 
 
The CW/Channel 44 - http://cwsanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/video/7356061-maddies-fund-
adopt-a-thon-helping-3000-pets-find-new-homes/ 
 
CBS Channel 5 (aired during the 5:30, 6:30 and 11:00 p.m. local news; also aired at 
10:00 p.m. on the CW Channel 44) – 
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/video/7382020-free-pet-adoptions-at-bay-area-shelters/ 
 
 
Print/Online Coverage 
Bark.com - http://www.thebark.com/content/aspca-sponsored-adoptathon-dc 
 
Alameda Patch - http://alameda.patch.com/blog_posts/alameda-animal-shelter-thrives-
under-faas-management 
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East Bay Express – June pet issue (page 
21) http://www.eastbayexpress.com/general/flash/06-06-2012/ 
 
Alameda Magazine – (May/June issue, page 56) http://www.pageturnpro.com/Alameda-
Magazine/28088-Alameda-Magazine-MayJune-2012/index.html#56 
 
Oakland Magazine (May/June issue, page 56) -  
http://www.pageturnpro.com/Alameda-Magazine/28087-Oakland-Magazine-MarchApril-
2012/index.html#56 
 
Alameda Patch.com – http://alameda.patch.com/articles/maddie-s-fund-pledges-3-
million-to-save-local-animals 
 
Diablo Magazine (June print issue) - http://www.diablomag.com/Diablo-Magazine/June-
2012/Dogs-Best-Friend/ 
 
Diablo Magazine (Top Picks for the Week of June 6) - http://www.diablomag.com/D-
blog/News-and-Community/June-2012/Top-Tickets-June-612/ 
 
DogTrekker.com – featured on home page; http://dogtrekker.com/ 
 
DogTrekker.com - http://dogtrekker.com/Event.aspx?id=1587 
 
DogTrekker.com - http://dogtrekker.com/Story/Maddies-adoptathon-2012-hotspots 
 
Independent News – story ran in May 31 print issue 
 
Oakland Tribune - http://www.insidebayarea.com/alameda/ci_20702397/adoptable-pets-
walk-adoptathon-coming-up-alameda-animal 
 
Bay Area Parent – Adoptathon is the featured event in their June print issue  
http://bap-eastbay.digitalparenthood.com/default.aspx?bhcp=1 (page 41) 
 
FixSanFrancisco.org - www.fixsanfrancisco.org/home/new-items 
 
ThePress.net (also appeared in print issue, page 68) - 
http://thepress.net/view/full_story/18487215/article-DASHing-to-the-aid-of-homeless-
animals  
 
I4U.com - http://www.i4u.com/2012/06/german-shepherd/9-10-adoptathon-june-san-
2012-francisco-matchmaker-area-maddie-s 
 
OaklandConnection.com - http://www.oaklandconnection.com/pages/arts 
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Walnut Creek Journal - http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_20743419/calendar-best-
walnut-creek-journal-automotive-facts-women?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-
www.mercurynews.com 
 
InsideBayArea.com - http://calendar.insidebayarea.com/walnut_creek_ca/events/pets 
 
SFGate.com - 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2012/06/03/PKM61OLFV1.DTL 
 
Dublin Patch - http://dublin.patch.com/articles/maddie-s-matchmaker-adoptathon-help-
to-provide-free-pet-adoptions 
 
Danville Weekly - http://www.danvilleexpress.com/news/show_story.php?id=7808 
 
San Ramon Express - http://www.sanramonexpress.com/news/show_story.php?id=5818 
 
Tri-City Voice - http://www.tricityvoice.com/articlefiledisplay.php?issue=2012-06-
05&file=Maddies+Adoptathon+++TCV.txt 
 
AppleLove.com - http://www.applelove.com/mmakers.html 
 
Aarens.com - http://www.aarens.com/dating/mmakers.html 
 
SFist.com - http://sfist.com/2012/06/07/you_should_probably_adopt_all_of_th.php 
 
Contra Costa Times - http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_20807961/pets-
free-asking-this-weekend-at-antioch-adoptathon 
 
SF Examiner (also ran in print edition) - 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/2012/06/event-give-pets-new-homes 
 
San Francisco Bay Guardian - http://www.sfbg.com/frontpage?page=1 
 
SF Weekly – 
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch/2012/06/want_another_mouth_to_feed_ado.php 
 
San Jose Mercury News - http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_20806214/adoptable-pets-
maddies-adoptathon-kicks-off-this-weekend?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-
www.mercurynews.com 
 
Oakland Tribune - http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_20781410/free-pet-adoption-this-
weekend?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com 
 
Gary Bogue’s print column (syndicated, June 7 and 8) – 
http://www.mercurynews.com/gary-bogue/ci_20810103/bogue-why-is-small-bird-
attacking-big-hawk?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com 
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Pleasanton Weekly - http://www.pleasantonweekly.com/news/show_story.php?id=9431 
 
Livermore Patch- 
http://livermore.patch.com/topics/Maddie%2527s+Matchmaker+Adopt-A-Thon 
 
Tri-Valley Views - http://www.trivalleyviews.com/news/show_story.php?id=6917 
 
Alameda Times Star - 
http://www.insidebayarea.com/timesstar/localnews/ci_20806217/adoptable-pets-
maddies-adoptathon-kicks-off-this-weekend 
 
Berkeleyside.com - http://www.berkeleyside.com/2012/06/09/adopt-a-pet-jeannie-a-
young-happy-bundle-of-energy/ 
 
Huffington Post - http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/07/maddies-fund-
adoptathon_n_1578671.html 
 
Dublin Patch - http://dublin.patch.com/announcements/maddies-matchmaker-adoptathon-
was-a-big-success 
 
Blog Coverage 
Gary Bogue blog post (8/8/12) - 
http://www.ibabuzz.com/garybogue/2012/05/08/maddies-matchmaker-adoptathon-june-
9-10-looking-for-a-free-pet/ 
 
Gary Bogue blog post (5/18/12) – profiled Gus from OAS and Scarlet from Pets 
Unlimited at http://www.ibabuzz.com/garybogue/ 
 
Gary Bogue blog post (6/1/12) - blog post featured Rupert from Hayward Animal Shelter  
 
Gary Bogue blog post (9/29/12); will also mention in his syndicated column on 7/3/12 - 
http://www.ibabuzz.com/garybogue/2012/06/29/maddies-matchmaker-adoptathon-got-
more-than-2600-dogs-cats-adopted/#more-2925 
 
DogTipper.com - http://www.dogtipper.com/travel/2012/06/maddies-matchmaker-
adoptathon-san-francisco-area-june-9-10-2012.html 
 
CatTipper.com - http://www.cattipper.com/events/2012/maddies-matchmaker-
adoptathon-san-francisco-area-june-9-10-2012.html 
 
SharingPet.com - http://sharingpet.wordpress.com/2012/06/01/maddies-matchmaker-
adoptathon-is-almost-here/ 
 
DogTime.com - http://blogs.dogtime.com/dogtipper-coms-dog-news/2012/06/maddies-
matchmaker-adoptathon-san-francisco-area-june-9-10-2012/discussions 
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Loku.com - http://loku.com/content/gary-bogue-maddies-matchmaker-adoptathon-june-
9-10-looking-for-a-free-pet# 
 
CatChat.com - http://opcatchat.blogspot.com/2012/06/june-is-adopt-shelter-cat-
month.html 
 
GratefulDog.com - 
http://gratefuldogsrescue.org/_blog/Grateful_Dogs_Rescue_Blog/post/Maddie%27s_Fun
d_Helping_To_Create_A_No-Kill_Nation/ 
 
BadRap.com - http://goo.gl/XuFKV 
 
Gary Bogue blog post (6/5/12) - http://www.ibabuzz.com/garybogue/ 
 
The Conscious Cat - http://consciouscat.net/2012/06/05/maddies-fund-helps-san-
francisco-bay-area-cats-find-homes-this-weekend/ 
 
PetSitUSA.com - http://www.petsitusa.com/blog/?p=5194 
Guinea Pig Today - http://www.guineapigtoday.com/2012/06/05/maddies-matchmaker-
adoptathon-features-cavy-house-guinea-pig-rescue/ 
 
RomeoTheCat.com - http://www.romeothecat.com/2012/06/06/maddies-fund-to-find-
homes-for-3000-pets/ 
 
AroundDublin.com - http://www.arounddublinblog.com/2012/06/dublin-ca-businesses-
save-3000-shelter-animals/#more-6249 
 
MySanFranciscoMommy.com - 
http://www.mysanfranciscomommy.com/2012/06/maddis-matchmaker-adoptathon-free-
bay.html 
 
HonestDog.com - http://www.honestdog.com/2012/06/08/free-adoptions-mean-homes-
for-pets-cash-for-shelters-and-rescue-groups/ 
 
DoggedBlog.com - http://www.doggedblog.com/doggedblog/2012/06/san-francisco-bay-
area-adopt-a-pet-this-weekend-free.html 
 
MissionMission.com - http://www.missionmission.org/?s=SF+SPCA 
 
Pending Coverage 
SF Chronicle – working with Eileen Mitchell on post-event story 
 
TV30 - plans to showcase Maddie’s Fund on its “Slice of Life” segment following the 
Adoptathon.  Camera crew will shoot b-roll on Saturday at 11:30.  Interview with Dave 
and Rich on Sunday at 1:00 p.m. 
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Calendar Listings 
Bark.com 
Diablo Magazine 
Bay Area Parent 
Berkeleyside.com 
Alameda Magazine 
Oakland Magazine 
Alameda Patch 
San Ramon Patch 
Pleasanton Patch 
Walnut Creek Patch 
Danville/Alamo Patch 
Dublin Patch 
Livermore Patch 
Newark Patch 
Martinez Patch 
Union City Patch 
Pleasanton Weekly 
San Ramon Express 
Tri-Valley Views 
Danville Express 
Independent News 
Blog Paws.com 
San Francisco Chronicle/SFGate.com 
Stoneridge Shopping Center’s events page 
NewPark Mall’s events page 
Bay Street Emeryville’s events page 
Contra Costa Times 
Zvents 
KKDV 92.1 
KKIQ 
HopStop.com 
Times Hearld 
San Jose Mercury News 
The Reporter 
East Bay Express 
DogTipper.com 
CatTipper.com 
Lodi News 
The Modesto Bee 
Oakland Connection 
The Valley Sentinel 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Bay Woof 
San Francisco Bay Guardian 



BrokeAssStuart.com 
 
PSA ran on: 
KKIQ 
Alice 97.3 
Live 105 
99.7 Now 
KQED 
KKDV 92.1 
 
Additional Publicity 

- Participating groups are promoting the Adoptathon on their websites, CraigsList, 
Facebook, PetFinder, Pinterest, etc. 

- Stoneridge Shopping Center and Bay Street Emeryville to promote event via in-
mall signage and through social networks 

- Maddie’s Fund participated at Danville Doggie Nights and the Downtown 
Pleasanton Street Fair to promote the Adoptathon 

- Workday is promoting the Adoptathon through social networks  
- FixSanFrancisco.org promoted the Adoptathon on their Facebook page 

throughout the weekend 
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